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began to be accomplished. Sheridan went to work CHAP, xvi
with his command, gathering' in the crops, cattle,
and everything in the upper part of the Valley
required by our troops; and especially taking what
might be of use to the enemy. What he could not
take away he destroyed, so that the enemy would
not be invited to come back there. I congratulated
Sheridan upon his recent great victory and had a
salute of a hundred guns fired in honor of it, the
guns being aimed at the enemy around Petersburg.
I also notified the other commanders throughoi.it
the country, who also fired salutes in honor of his
victory.

I had reason to believe that the administration
was a little afraid to have a decisive battlo fought
at that time, for fear it might go against us and
have a bad effect ou tho November elections. The
convention which, .had mot and made its nomina-
tion of the Democratic candidate for the Presidency
had declared tho war a failure. Treason was talked
as boldly in Chicago at that convention as ever it
had been in Charleston, It was a question whether
the government would then have had tho power
to make arrests and punish those who thus talked
treason. But this decisive victory was tho most
effective campaign argument made in the canvass.

Sheridan, in his pursuit, got beyond where they
could hear from him in Washington, and the Presi-
dent became very much frightened about him. He
was afraid that the hot pursuit had boon a little
like that of General Cass was said to have boon, in
one of our Indian wars, when he was an officer of
the army. Cass was pursuing tho Indians so closely
that the first thing he knew he found himself inewedst of all these embarrassments
